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Press release no. 23/2018

An army of young people looks at agriculture

[bookmark: _GoBack]The national general meeting of AGIA, the association of young agricultural entrepreneurs, was held at EIMA. More than 50 thousand Italian farms are run by young people. The school/work alternation is fundamental for bringing new generations closer to agriculture

In the last four years, the farms managed by young farmers have increased by 12%, reaching the current number of over 50 thousand. These farms are efficient from an economic point of view, more profitable than similar European companies (73 thousand euros is the average turnover of Italian youth farms, compared to 45 thousand of similar farms in the EU area). The data - released this afternoon during the general meeting of the young agricultural entrepreneurs association AGIA (CIA), held at EIMA in Bologna - reveals an interesting phenomenon, which can be driven further thanks to the school/work alternation. An agricultural business - it was said during the general meeting, which was opened by the speeches of FederUnacoma's president Alessandro Malavolti and AGIA's president Fabio Girometta - needs an integrated system that starts from school and reaches the fields. Before an audience of over a thousand young farmers and students who aspire to work as entrepreneurs and technicians in agriculture, the speakers highlighted how, even with inevitable adjustments, the school/work alternation (which the new budget law will transform into "Pathways for cross-functional skills and for orientation" constitutes a valuable tool to bring students in direct contact with the productive world. More than 130 thousand companies have joined alternation projects in the 2016-2017 school year.
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